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L ast year was a year of growth and change for ChIPs and our membership. The U.S. Patent  
and Trademark Office hosted ChIPs NextGen Summit 2023 outside Washington, D.C. The ChIPs 
Global Summit won high marks and set new records in San Francisco. And 81 in-person and 

virtual events engaged more than 4,000 members worldwide.
 Other high points: our third ChIPs European Summit in Brussels; a powerful new online member 
Community; the second cohort of our General Counsel Bootcamp; two Mock Pitch programs; webinars 
featuring our five DEIB Honor Roll winners; and our new Accelerators webinar series with top law firms.
 ChIPs is one community with 35 regional chapters and special-interest communities working 
together to drive change. In the 19 years since our founding, ChIPs has grown to 7,000 members in North 
America, Latin America, Africa, Asia-Pacific and Europe. 
 Our rapid growth is driven by the still urgent need for diversity in tech and IP law — just 21% 
of patent lawyers1 and 33% of intellectual property lawyers are women2 (and they earn only 93% of what 
their male counterparts do.)2  Gender parity is only slightly improved in-house, where just 38% of general 
counsels, 38% of associate GCs, and 40% of assistant GCs are women.3 
 Our members are changing that. They include attorneys at some of the world’s most leading law 
firms, in-house counsel, and representatives from government agencies and the bench. Their organizations 
include the most influential firms in tech and IP law and some of the world’s most innovative companies. 
 We thank everyone who advanced our mission in 2023: Our Board of Directors, our chapter leaders 
and committee members, our sponsors and, most important, our members, who helped drive change and 
support each other.

Best Regards,

Around the World, Right Next Door

1. Zippia.com https://www.zippia.com/patent-attorney-jobs/demographics/. 2. Zippia.com https://www.zippia.com/intellectual-property-lawyer-jobs/demographics/. 
3. Zipplia.com https://www.zippia.com/general-counsel-jobs/demographics/.

Joan Toth           
Executive Director 
ChIPs Network

Katherine Minarik            
VP of Legal and Deputy General Counsel, Coinbase 
Board Director and Chair, ChIPs Network
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ChIPs Events in 2023 

  EVENTS ATTENDANCE 

In Person 49  1,358  

Virtual  28  1,970  

Hybrid 4  590 

TOTAL 81  3,918 

Growing from the Grassroots Up

COMMUNITIES
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Boston 
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Canada 
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Chicago 

Colorado 
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Florida 

France 

Germany 
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Ireland 

Indianapolis 

Los Angeles 

Netherlands 

New York 

Orange County  

Pacific Northwest 

Philadelphia 

San Diego 
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South Africa

Texas

Toronto 

Twin Cities 

United Kingdom 

Washington, D.C.

Special-Interest

Communities 

Government Community 

Innovation Community 

NextGen Community 

Student Community 

Social Justice Committee
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In St. Paul, Minnesota, a federal judge and her clerk opened their courtroom for a candid conversation 
about diversity and the law. Across the country, ChIPs Pacific Northwest explored generative AI and 
copyright at their first-ever event in Portland.  In Brussels, one hundred attorneys, regulators and 

judges spent a day examining the latest developments in EU tech and patent law. And around the world in 
Melbourne, senior in-house attorneys from the  
health and technology sectors discussed the innovation 
and inclusion.  
 ChIPs thinks globally and acts locally. We grew 
to more than 7,000 members in 2023, an increase of 
more than 28% — and added new regional chapters in 
Florida, Brazil and South Africa.  
 Our chapters are our “stilettos on the ground,” 
a fountain of new ideas, and the strong grassroots from 
which we grow. n
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CHIPS GLOBAL SUMMIT

Sparking Innovation for All 

Nearly 650 women in tech and IP law and policy 
attended the ChIPs Global Summit, November 8-10  
in San Francisco.  

 “Our theme — Innovation for All — is a reminder that 
inclusion is critical to innovation and that innovation is critical 
to the future of our companies, our industries and our planet,” 
said Board Chair Katherine Minarik of Coinbase. “ChIPs is 
where innovation and inclusion come together.” 
 The opening panel was moderated by Minarik and 
featured Rena Lee, chief executive of the Intellectual Property 
Office of Singapore, Shira Perlmutter, director of the U.S. 
Copyright Office, Margaret Tregurtha, deputy director general 
of IP Australia, and Kathi Vidal, director of the United States 
Patent and Trade Office. 
 A panel of federal judges was moderated by Colleen 
Chien of the University of California Berkeley School of Law. 
The panel featured U.S. district court judges Rebecca Pallmeyer, 
K. Nicole Mitchell, and Barbara Lynn. 
 Other general sessions focused on the challenges facing 
general counsels, antitrust investigations and tech mergers, 
artificial intelligence, hot topics in IP law, and legislative trends. 
A closing fireside chat featured Hall of Fame honoree Juanita 
Brooks of Fish & Richardson and Qualcomm General Counsel 
Ann Cathcart Chaplin. Attendees at ChIPs Global Summit 
earned up to 12 CLE credits for attending, 
 Minarik welcomed the ChIPs membership with an 
annual State of the Network report. “ChIPs is an organization 
that has been fundamental to my professional life. We are here 
to build a community of professional support, advancement and 
transformation for women lawyers in tech and IP.” 
 ChIPs Executive Director Joan Toth noted that “ChIPs 
membership has increased from a handful in 2005 to 3,700 in 
2020 and more than 7,000 today — an increase of 89% in just 
three years.”   n
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HALL OF FAME

Board members presented the ChIPs Hall of Fame Award to legendary litigator Juanita Brooks.

Honoring a Legend

Juanita Brooks was inducted into the ChIPs Hall of Fame November 10, 2023, at ChIPs 
Global Summit in San Francisco. 
 Brooks, a principal at Fish & Richardson San Diego, is a nationally recognized trial 

and appellate attorney who focuses on complex intellectual property, products liability and 
mass tort litigation. She is known as an innovative, formidable litigator with a near-perfect 
record of winning complex, high-stakes lawsuits. 
 ChIPs Board Member Sarita Venkat of Cisco presented the honor, noting that “ChIPs 
Hall of Fame was started in 2013 to honor leaders who inspire the next generation, have 
made significant contributions to law, technology and policy, and who have demonstrated 
their commitment to advancing women. Eleven women have won this prestigious honor, 
including Nina Totenberg and Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Juanita Brooks is the 12th.”  
 Brooks discussed her life and career during a revealing and often moving fireside chat 
with Ann Cathcart Chaplin, general counsel and corporate secretary of Qualcomm.  
 “I am so honored to be honored by ChIPs,” Brooks said. “I can remember when ChIPs 
was so small we could all meet in someone’s hotel room. You are so amazing” she said. “This 
is what ChIPs brings to the community.” n
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IP-intensive industries account for 47 million U.S. jobs and 41% of total U.S. GDP —  
$7.1 trillion.1 And while female participation in the patent process is on the rise, women 
are listed in just 23% of all patent applications globally2 and just 21.9% in the U.S.3 

 ChIPs members — at law firms and in house — are uniquely positioned to support 
female innovators, and our Innovation Initiative will do just that.  
 The initiative utilizes new resources, research and connections to engage our 
members to support female inventorship at IP-driven organizations around the world. 
 ChIPs and the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office signed an MOU to promote gender 
equity and support underserved groups in innovation last fall. The collaboration will include 
research and reports on innovation and inclusion, best practices and mentoring. 
 An in-depth survey of our members conducted with the UC Berkeley School of Law 
will create insights to help guide the initiative and advance women in technology and law.4   
 ChIPs Innovation Initiative has hit the ground running. It includes an innovation 
resources page on our website, a dynamic innovation community on our ChIPs Community 
platform, and a new ChIPs Innovation Accelerators Series to showcase women inventors and 
innovators in 2024. n 

1. Intellectual Property and the U.S. Economy: Third Edition, USPTO, March 2022.  
2. The Global Gender Gap in Innovation and Creativity, WIPO, 2023. 3. Progress and Potential, U.S. Women Inventor-Patentees, USPTO, July 2020. 
4. See ChIPs Special Report “Inclusiion and Innovation,” March 2024.

INNOVATION

Accelerating Female Inventorship

ChIPs Executive Director Joan Toth and USPTO Director Kathi Vidal signed a memorandum of understan-
ding at ChIPs Global Summit to promote gender equity in innovation. 
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NEXT GENERATION

Paying it forward to the next generation of female 
legal talent is the founding pillar of ChIPs.   
ChIPs held two Mock Pitch events last year aimed at 

developing next gen lawyers.  
   Chapter events reach hundreds more next gen 
leaders in person and online. And more than 300 ChIPs 
members joined our online NextGen Community, which 
grew exponentially in its first year.  
 The centerpiece of ChIPs NextGen Initiative is our 
annual NextGen Summit, held September 19 at USPTO 
headquarters.  The conference began with a fireside chat 
between USPTO Director Kathi Vidal and Melissa Samano 
Ruiz, NextGen Committee co-chair and attorney at Jackson 
Walker. Keynote speaker Samantha Crowe explored the 
dynamics of change. WilmerHale partner Brittany Amadi 
presented effective oral argument techniques. And a panel 
of judicial experts (Jackie Wright Bonilla, Melissa Haapala 
and Christa Zado of PTAB and Farheena Rasheed of 
USPTO) shared their expertise. 
 NextGen Co-Chair Meredith Price of NVIDIA 
moderated a panel discussion focused on the art of pitches. 
White & Case partner Heather Burke facilitated a panel 
discussion on creative career paths. The event culminated 
with a panel discussion on artificial intelligence moderated 
by Elena DiMuzio. (NextGen attendees earned five CLE 
credits at the event.)  
 Rising stars are the driving force behind ChIPs. They 
served as leaders in our 30 chapters worldwide. They served 
on our committees, contributing their thought leadership 
and passion. They are the future of ChIPs, our industry and 
of innovation. n

Looking Toward the Future 



ChIPs programs, content, events and development programs engaged thousands of 
members in 2023, changing lives, transforming careers and influencing the tech and 
legal communities.

   Dozens of female attorneys attended our two Mock Pitch programs May 18 and 
October 26 online, receiving feedback from leading experts in IP and law.  
 In November, ChIPs graduated the first cohort from our General Counsel Boot Camp 
— and welcomed a new cohort to the 12-month course. The innovative program is designed 
to help a select group of associate general counsel and other in-house lawyers reach the top of 
their organizations’ legal departments (and the C-suite itself).  
 We celebrated diversity with an online Black Excellence event in February and a 
virtual Pride event in June.  We held our first-ever Male Allies roundtable online in October.   
Eight webinars spotlighted expertise from our ChIPs Honor Roll recipients. 
 A new sponsored webinar series, “ChIPs Accelerators,” featured trends from some 
of the top leaders in IP law, including Barnes & Thornburg, Debevoise & Plimpton, Morgan 
Lewis, Morrison Foerster, Ropes & Gray and Venable. 
 ChIPs chapter events around the world add to our industry’s education — and to our 
members’ individual and collective power.  n
 

LEARNING

Learning Is in Our DNA
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LEARNING

ChIPs General Counsel Boot Camp participants met in San Francisco — the first cohort graduated from the 
course and the second cohort began their year-long journey. 



ChIPs continued its tradition of paying it forward by awarding scholarships to two 
female law students at ChIPs Global Summit 2023 in San Francisco.  
Scholarships of $10,000 each were presented to law school students Jada Bennett 

of Southern University Law Center and Caroline Voelker of the University of New 
Hampshire Franklin Pierce School of Law.   
 ChIPs scholarships represent more than a check. They were established by Morrison 
Foerster to honor legendary litigator Rachel Krevans — and expanded in 2022 thanks to a 
generous donation from ChIPs co-founder Noreen Krall. 
 “These women will indeed be a driving force in shaping IP law and expand the 
diversity of our profession,” Krall said. “This is why I have made personal donations to the 
ChIPs scholarship over the past few years.”  
 Bennett and Voelker were both guests at ChIPs Global Summit and said how 
important the scholarships were. Bennett said, “Getting the ChIPs scholarship is truly an 
honor. Not only does it help me financially achieve my goals, but it will be an incredible 
experience to witness and learn from the many attorneys working in the field of intellectual 
property.”   
 Voelker said, “I am incredibly honored to join the women who have won this award, 
and the ChIPs community as a whole. This grant allows me to pursue externship and 
clerkship opportunities without a financial barrier.”  n
 

Advancing Students in Law

SCHOLARSHIPS
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SPONSORS

ChIPs programs and initiatives are made possible by our sponsors. These law firms, corporations and 
service providers support our mission and raise their profile as trusted business partners and great places 
to work.  

CHIPS GLOBAL SUMMIT

Adeia 
Allen & Overy  
Alston & Bird 
Amazon 
Apple 
Baker Botts 
BakerHostetler 
Baker McKenzie 
Barnes & Thornburg  
Bartlit Beck 
Benesch 
Bird & Bird  
Brooks Kushman 
Cisco 
Cleary Gottlieb 
Coinbase 
Cooley  
Covington & Burling  
Debevoise & Plimpton 
Dechert  
Desmarais  
Dinsmore & Shohl  
DLA Piper 
Dorsey & Whitney 
Duane Morris  
Fenwick 
Fish & Richardson  
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher  
Goodwin Procter 
Greenberg Traurig
Groombridge, Wu, Baughman  
  & Stone 
Haynes & Boone  

HKA 
Jones Day 
Keker, Van Nest & Peters 
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton 
King & Spalding 
Kirkland & Ellis 
Knobbe Martens 
Kroll 
Latham & Watkins 
LTL Attorneys 
McDermott Will & Emery 
McKool Smith 
Meta 
Microsoft 
Morgan Lewis 
Morrison Foerster 
NERA Economic Consulting 
Ocean Tomo, a part of J.S. Held 
O’Melveny & Myers 
Oracle 
Orrick 
Paul Hastings 
Paul, Weiss 
Perkins Coie 
Procopio 
Qualcomm 
Reed Smith 
Reichman Jorgensen Lehman   
  & Feldberg  
Ropes & Gray  
RPX Corporation 
Shaw Keller 
Shook, Hardy & Bacon 
Sidley Austin  

Sony Interactive Entertainment 
Sterne Kessler Goldstein & Fox 
Sullivan & Cromwell 
Taft Law 
Venable  
Via Licensing Alliance 
Warren Kash Warren 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges 
White & Case 
WilmerHale 
Winston & Strawn 
Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor

GLOBAL SUMMIT POP-UPS

Anastasia 
Argent 
Essential Bodywear 
Jan Jaenicke 
Isabelle K Jewelry 
1 Atelier 
Scanlan Theodore 

CHIPS NEXTGEN SUMMIT

Allen & Overy 
Amazon 
Baker Botts 
Desmarais 
Fish & Richardson 
Kirkland & Ellis 
Morrison Foerster 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton       
  & Garrison 
Perkins Coie 
White & Case



CHIPS IMPACT REPORT 2024  15

CHAPTER LEADERS

CHIPS ATLANTA

Chapter Co-Chairs
Emma Bienias 
Stout
Jacqueline Tio 
Fish & Richardson

Strategic Advisor and Prior Chair 
Pamela Councill  
Georgia State University
College of Law

Chapter Leaders 
Aisha Marinho  
Smith Gambrell & Russell
Auma Reggy 
McKesson Corporation
Meredith Struby 
Meunier Carlin & Curfman

CHIPS AUSTRALIA AND  
NEW ZEALAND

Co-Chair
Anna Vandervliet  
Herbert Smith Freehills

Strategic Advisors 
Ronelle Geldenhuys  
Foundry Intellectual Property
Charlotte Iggulden  
IP Australia

Advocacy 
Clare Cunliffe 
Victorian Bar
Nicole Mumford 
ACCC

Community Development 
and Engagement 
Maryam Khajeh Tabari 
Chrysiliou IP and University  
of Technology Sydney
Katherine Rock 
Xero 
Mentoring 
Karen Doucas 
Zone Law

Programs and Events 
Aparna Watal  
Baker McKenzie
Belinda Breakspear  
McCullough Robertson

Sponsorship and Finance 
Kaelah Ford  
Canva
Student Relations 
Jessica Lai 
Victoria University of Wellington

CHIPS BELGIUM

Co-Chairs
Judith Bussé 
Edson Legal
Jozefien Vanherpe   
KU Leuven
Programs and Events 
Linh Truong  
Sandoz
Tine Carmeliet  
Allen & Overy
Partnerships and Finance 
Séverine Bouvy 
CMS
Member Development  
and Engagement 
Judith Bussé 
Edson Legal
Liesbet Hauben 
Play Media
Student Liaison 
Jozefien Vanherpe  
KU Leuven
Young Professional and  
NextGen Liaison 
Marie Keup 
Taylor Wessing

CHIPS BOSTON

Chapter Co-Chairs 
Monica Grewal 
WilmerHale

Marissa Lalli  
WilmerHale
Kelli Powell  
Moderna

Chapter Leaders
Katherine Kieckhafer  
Allen & Overy
Ruth Okediji  
Harvard Law School

CHIPS BRAZIL

Co-Chairs 
Fernanda Varella Beser 
Netflix
Bruna Lins 
Veirano Advogados 
Juliana Neves 
Licks Legal

Chapter Leaders  
Natalia Barzilai 
Dannemann Siemsen
Ana Carpinetti 
Pinheiro Neto
Larissa Galimberti 
Pinheiro Neto
Carolina Lanza 
GBI/LB 
Mellina Mamede 
Leo Pharma

CHIPS CAROLINAS

Co-Chair, Sponsorship and Finance
Community Development  
and Engagement 
Danielle Williams 
Winston & Strawn 

Co-Chair, Sponsorship and Finance
and Student Relations 
Helene Mele
Bank of America  

Programs and Events 
Samantha Summer 
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick

ChIPs chapters are the backbone of our worldwide network. We thank the hundreds of chapter leaders, 
committee members and other volunteers who drive us forward.
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CHAPTER LEADERS

Vaidehi Bachoti
Moore & Van Allen 

Community Development  
and Engagement 
Cori Hockman  
McGuireWoods 

Student Relations 
Christine Beninati 
Clements Bernard Baratta Walker

CHIPS CHICAGO

Co-Chairs 
Monika Dudek
JP Morgan
Jennifer Kurcz 
BakerHostetler 

Co-Chair, Event Planning 
Sangeeta Shah 
BrooksKushman

Sponsorship/NextGen 
Stephanie Nelson 
SquareTrade

Strategic Advisor 
Erika Singleton
Entegris

CHIPS COLORADO

Co-Chairs
Shelley Mixon  
Medtronic
Alyssa Sandrowitz  
Woodward

Chapter Leaders 
Molly Kocialski  
USPTO
Natalie Hanlon Leh  
State of Colorado
Mindy Sooter  
WilmerHale

CHIPS EASTERN CANADA
Co-Chairs 
Daphne Lainson 
Smart & Biggar
Beverley Moore 
Borden Ladner Gervais

Chapter Leaders 
Daniela Bassan
Stewart McKelvey
Isabelle Chabot
EXFO Inc.
Sheema Khan 
Kinaxis
Béatrice Ngatcha 
Lavery

CHIPS FLORIDA

Co-Chairs 
Geneva Clark 
Life Extension
Carol Thorstad-Forsyth 
Fox Rothschild

Chapter Leaders 
Elizabeth Garami   
Florida International University
Roisin McNally  
University of South Florida
Dana Vouglitois 
Florida Atlantic University

NextGen Ambassadors 
Camila Chediak  
Fox Rothschild
Nicole Wanty  
Klarquist

Professional Development 
Mary Henninger   
McNeill Baur PLLC

CHIPS FRANCE

Chapter Co-Chairs
Laëtitia Bénard  
Allen & Overy
Annsley Merelle Ward 
WilmerHale

CHIPS GERMANY

Chapter Co-Chairs
Laëtitia Bénard  
Allen & Overy
Annsley Merelle Ward 
WilmerHale

CHIPS INDIANAPOLIS

Co-Chairs
Mona Gupta  
Roche Diabetes Care 

Liz Shuster 
Taft 

Strategic Advisors
Lindsey Fisher  
Stout 
Deborah Pollack-Milgate    
Barnes 

NextGen Ambassador  
Elizabeth Vincent  
Meta 

CHIPS IRELAND

Co-Chairs
Anna Hally  
Hanna Moore + Curley
Deirdre Kilroy  
Matheson
Laura Scott 
William Fry

CHIPS ITALY

Chapter Leaders
Linda Brugioni  
Baker Hughes Company
Carmen Castellano 
Acuminis LLP, Studio Legale Avv.  
  Castellano
Lydia Mendola  
Portolano Cavallo Law Firm

CHIPS LOS ANGELES

Chapter Co-Chairs
Talin Gordnia  
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
Nimalka Wickramasekera 
Winston & Strawn

Chapter Leaders
Allison Buchner  
Kirkland & Ellis
Laura Burson  
OMM
Karen Huoth  
TikTok
Lauren Schweitzer  
Kirkland & Ellis
Cynthia Tregillis  
Western Digital
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ChIPs chapter leaders gathered in Atlanta for their first-ever leader retreat.

CHAPTER LEADERS

CHIPS NETHERLANDS

Co-Chairs
Milica Antic  
Google
Jasmijn Touw  
Netflix
Dorien Verhulst  
Brinkhof

Programs and Events 
Daisy Termeulen 
Simmons & Simmons 
Sophie van Asten  
Allen & Overy 

CHIPS NEW YORK

Co-Chairs
Lisa Knight  
American International Group
Laura Sheridan  
Google

Chapter Leaders
Allison Hoch Altersohn 
Stryker
Carolyn Blankenship  
Big Bear AI
Lindsey Fleischman  
WPP
Katherine A. Helm  
Dechert
Caren Khoo  
Verizon
Naomi Waltman  
CBS

CHIPS ORANGE COUNTY

Co-Chairs
Anne Brody  
Gibson Dunn 
Sanjesh Sharma  
Johnson & Johnson Surgical Vision
Bridget Smith  
Relativity Space
Programs and Events 
Monica Arnold 
Armond Wilson 
Jessica Hudak  
Edwards Lifesciences

Strategic Advisors
Olga Berson  
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
Marisa Brutoco  
Sheppard Mullin

CHIPS PACIFIC NORTHWEST

Chapter Co-Chairs 
Keyuna Evans 
Microsoft
Lisa Oratz 
Perkins Coie 
Lara Rogers 
Amazon
Chapter Leaders
Maria Anderson 
Knobbe Martens 
Dana Northcott 
Amazon

CHIPS PHILADELPHIA

Chapter Co-Chairs
Amanda Kessel 
Kenvue Inc.
Alaina Lakawicz 
Baker Hostetler
Rose Oskanian 
Vitara Biomedical
Strategic Advisors
Sri Atluri  
Walmart

Heather Faltin 
Comcast Cable Communications

Partnerships and Finance 
Nancy Frandsen  
Royer Cooper Cohen Braunfeld

Programs and Events 
Maureen Gibbons  
Bristol-Myers Squibb 

Member Development  
and Engagement 
Melissa Gibson  
Amgen 

CHIPS SAN DIEGO

Co-Chairs
Kristine Ekwueme
Qualcomm
Tiffany Miller  
DLA Piper

Strategic Advisor 
Jill Abasto  
Qualcomm 

Content and Learning 
Melissa Reinckens   
DLA Piper 

Programs and Events 
Pamela Soggu 
Toast
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CHIPS SILICON VALLEY

Co-Chair
Katherine Basile  
Reed Smith

Strategic Advisors
Wendy Lim 
Facebook
Laura Norris 
Santa Clara University

Chapter Leaders
Nancy Allred 
Airbnb
Laurie Charrington 
Netflix
Miriam Kim 
Munger, Tolles & Olson
Carrie LeRoy 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher
Brittany Schmeltz 
Apple
Victoria Weatherford 
Baker Law
Carrie Williamson 
DLA Piper

CHIPS SOUTH AFRICA

Co-Chairs
Amanda Lotheringen 
Companies and Intellectual Property 
Commission (CIPC)
Koketšo Molope 
ConsultKM

Strategic Advisor 
Marie-Louise Grobler  
The SA Institute of Intellectual 
Property Law

Content and Learning
Vanessa Ferguson 
Von Seidels Intellectual Property 
Attorneys

Marketing and Membership  
Development 
Keo Motang  
Founder of Global Health Biotech
Full Professor, Durban University  
of Technology 

Partnerships  
Werina Griffith
Adams & Adams

Programs and Events 
Magdaleen van Wyk 
Swiss South African Intellectual  
Property Project (SSAIP) 

Student Liaison 
Sylvia Papadopoulos  
Department of Private Law,  
University of Pretoria

CHIPS TEXAS
Co-Chairs (Austin) 
Michele Connors 
Cirrus Logic
Tracey Davies 
Cancer Prevention and Research 
Institute of Texas (CPRIT)

Sheila Kadura  
The University of Texas System

Co-Chairs (Dallas)
Hope Shimabuku  
USPTO
Betty Yang  
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher

Co-Chair (Houston)
Natalie Alfaro Gonzales  
Baker Botts

CHIPS TORONTO

Co-Chairs, Content and Learning 
Shahrzad Esmaili  
Gowling WLG
Victoria Heppell  
Hoffmann-La Roche Limited

Programs and Events 
Isi Caulder
Bereskin & Parr 
Elizabeth Dipchand   
Dipchand

Member Development  
and Engagement 
Jeliah Chan
Bennett Jones

Partnerships  
Nina Moritsugu  
Workday

Student Liaison 
Sarah O’Grady 
CPST Intellectual Property

Strategic Advisor 
Georgette Zinaty
Corporate Class Inc.

CHIPS TWIN CITIES

Chapter Co-Chairs
Kirsten Donaldson 
Digital Media Association
Robin Sannes 
Dicke, Billig & Czaja

Chapter Leaders
Jordan Golomb 
Olympus Corporation of the Americas
Sydney Kokjohn 
Donaldson Company 

ChIPs Orange County explored labor law and pay equity in the legal profession.
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CHAPTER LEADERS

CHIPS GLOBAL SUMMIT 
Vanessa Bailey  
Amazon 
Laurie Charrington  
Netflix 
Julianne M. Hartzell  
Marshall Gerstein IP  
Natalie Alfaro Gonzales   
Baker Botts  
 
CHIPS HONOR ROLL
Laurie Charrington
Netflix
Cyndi Wheeler
Unity Technologies

CHIPS MOCK PROGRAM  
Julie Akhter  
Formerly Microsoft 

Rachel Fertig  
DLA Piper 
Melissa A. Haapala  
USPTO 
Karen Keller  
Shaw Keller 
Sarah MacDonald  
Oracle 
Anna Mayergoyz Weinberg  
Apple 
Mindy Morton  
Procopio 

CHIPS NEXTGEN 
Heather Burke 
White & Case
Elena DiMuzio 
Formerly Discord

Melissa Samano Ruiz 
Jackson Walker
Hon. Christa Zado 
USPTO

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Stephanie Burns 
Sony Interactive Entertainment 
Victoria A. Espinel 
BSA, The Software Alliance  
Cyndi Wheeler 
Unity Technologies

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
Lisa Knight 
AIG 
Katherine M. Basile 
Reed Smith

CHIPS COMMITTEES

Sheila Niaz 
U.S. District Court, 
District of Minnesota
Sandra Nowak 
3M Company
Sharon (Sherry) Roberg-Perez 
Robins Kaplan
Jennifer Rogers
Shumaker & Sieffert

CHIPS UNITED KINGDOM

Chapter Co-Chairs 
Amy Crouch 
Simons & Simons
Annsley Merelle Ward  
WilmerHale
Laura Whiting 
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer

Chapter Leaders 
Maritza Sierra Hernández 
WilmerHale
Katie McConnell 
Hogan Lovells
Jemma Trainor 
Hogan Lovells
Tess Waldron  
Powell Gilbert LLP

CHIPS WASHINGTON, D.C.

Chapter Co-Chairs
Katharine Burke 
Baker Botts 
Jamie Dattilo 
Meta 
Suzanne Munck 
Davis Polk
Chapter Leaders, Events 
Christina Ondrick 
McKool Smith
Cecilia Sanabria 
Latham & Watkins
Lore Unt 
Apple
NextGen Ambassador 
Chandel Boozer 
Lower
Member Development  
and Engagement 
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ChIPs Atlanta hosted a dinner at  
the Chapers Leaders Retreat.
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Joan Toth 
Executive Director

Bridget Johnson 
Director of Partner and Business Development

Stephanie McFee 
Director of Membership and Community

Virginia Moore 
Director of Events

Julie Morbidelli 
Director of Finance

Olivia Moorer 
Communications Manager

Monica Phillips 
Director of Learning, Content and DEI

Rob Wray 
Communications Team

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Board Chair 
Katherine Minarik 
VP Legal and Deputy General Counsel 
Coinbase

Stephanie Burns 
SVP and General Counsel 
Sony Interactive Entertainment

Dorian Daley 
Former General Counsel, Oracle 
Board Member, Panetta Institute

Victoria A. Espinel 
President and CEO 
BSA, The Software Alliance

Karen Robinson  
VP, Associate General Counsel 
Adobe 

Sarita Venkat 
VP and Deputy General Counsel,  
Global Litigation and Competition 
Cisco

Cyndi Wheeler 
Head of Intellectual Property 
Unity Technologies 

Jennifer Yokoyama 
SVP and Deputy General Counsel, 
IP and Technology 
Cisco

http://chipsnetwork.org
http://www.chipsnetwork.org
https://www.chipsnetwork.org
https://www.linkedin.com/company/chips-group/

