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ChIPs was founded in 2005 by seven female leaders, five of them women of color, to 
advance women and increase diversity in intellectual property law. Our name is 
derived from “chiefs in intellectual property,” and today we serve a wide range of 

stakeholders at the intersection of law, technology and regulatory policy. In the 18 years  
since our founding, ChIPs has grown to 5,000 members and 25 chapters in North America, 
Asia-Pacific and Europe. Our rapid growth is driven by the still urgent need for diversity 
in tech and IP law — while 38.3% of the U.S. bar are women,¹ just 20.7% of U.S. patent 
attorneys are female.² 

OUR MISSION
Advance and connect women in technology and intellectual property law and policy.

OUR NORTHSTAR
Accelerate innovation through diversity of thought, participation and engagement.

MISSION/HISTORY

ChIPs was founded by seven remarkable women: Julie Mar-Spinola, Mallun Yen, the Hon. Michelle K. Lee, Noreen Krall, 
Emily Ward, Mona Sabet and Anirma Gupta. 

1. ABA Profile of the Legal Profession, 2022. 2. Zippia.com, September 9, 2022.

© �Copyright 2023 by ChIPs Network Inc., 617 Broadway, Suite 503, Sonoma, CA 95476 USA. All rights reserved.
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Diversity and inclusion are key to innovation and financial performance: companies with 
gender-diverse leadership are 21% more likely to outperform their peers, and ethnically 
diverse companies are 33% more likely to outperform, according to an international survey of 

1,700 companies.1 A survey of the S&P 500 confirms it: “Diverse and inclusive cultures are providing 
companies with a competitive edge.”2

ChIPs advances women and drives inclusion in tech, law, policy and innovation. Our members 
include attorneys at some of the world’s leading law firms, in-house counsel, and representatives from 
government agencies and the judiciary. Our partners include the most influential firms in IP law and 
some of the world’s most innovative companies.

The legal profession is still 80% white, and only about one in five patent attorneys are women or non-
white. Female patent attorneys earn only 94% of what men make,3 a significant pay gap over time. These 
numbers are a call to action — a call that ChIPs members and partners are answering.

Last year ChIPs deployed a strategic plan to grow our membership and increase our impact. Since 
then we’ve grown our team, increased learning and events, and provided greater value and return for our 
members and partners. 

We emerged from the pandemic stronger than ever. Our membership increased 43% and our events 
set new records. Nearly 950 professionals attended ChIPs Week events in San Francisco in October. And 
we welcomed five new chapters in Australia and New Zealand, Belgium, the Carolinas, Eastern Canada  
and San Diego.

In 2023 we are launching a new online community to connect ChIPsters around the world. We 
are expanding our ChIPs NextGen event into a new NextGen Initiative. We will offer new content 
and webinars, Mock Pitch program and General Counsel Boot Camp. And we will launch our ChIPs 
Innovation Awards.

We thank everyone who advanced our mission in 2022: our Board of Directors, our chapter leaders 
and committee members, our partners and sponsors, and last but not least, our 5,000 members who 
helped lift one another and support our common cause.

Best regards,

Joan Toth	          Katherine Minarik
Executive Director	          Vice President of Legal and Deputy General Counsel, Coinbase
ChIPs Network	          ChIPs Network, Board Director and Chair

INTRODUCTION

Welcome

1. BCG Diversity and Innovation Survey, 2017.
2. “Diversity Confirmed to Boost Innovation and Financial Results,” Forbes, January 15, 2020.
3. Zippia.com, Patent Attorney Demographics and Statistics, accessed January 2, 2022.



4 HALL OF FAME

ChIPs  presented its 12th annual Hall of Fame Award 
to Pillsbury Chair Emeritus Mary Cranston at the 
ChIPs Hall of Fame Dinner on October 26, 2022 in 

San Francisco. Cranston is a legal legend — an advocate and 
trailblazer who was elected chair of the Global 100 law firm  
for three successive terms.

The ChIPs Hall of Fame honors leaders who advance our 
mission and embody our spirit. Mary Cranston is 12th in 
an illustrious group of previous honorees that includes Nina 
Totenberg, Ursula Burns, Jamie Gorelick, U.S. Senator Mazie 
K. Hirono, the Hon. Michelle K. Lee and Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg.

More than 150 people attended the ChIPs Hall of Fame 
Dinner, including industry leaders, Cranston’s extended family, 
professional colleagues and friends like Dorian Daley. 

Daley, ChIPs board director and former general counsel of 
Oracle, gave a moving tribute to her mentor and friend.

Cranston’s acceptance speech was marked by gratitude for 
her career and a call to action to the profession. The evening 
closed with a spirited three-way discussion between Daley, 
Cranston, and her daughter, Susie Cranston, author and chief 
operating officer of First Republic Bank. n

ChIPs Hall of Fame 
Saluted a Legend

HALL OF FAME PHOTO ALBUM

Hall of Fame inductee Mary Cranston  
was flanked by ChIPs Board Director Dorian 

Daley and Executive Director Joan Toth.

More than 150 guests attended the ChIPs 
Hall of Fame Dinner and Reception in  
San Francisco.

https://photos.app.goo.gl/QvU5xcAKmXqEEmYb6


5 HONOR ROLL

Our Honor Roll Recognized  
Five Firms for Inclusion

ChIPs  named five firms to its Honor Roll for 2022. 
Morgan Lewis and Nixon Peabody were recognized 
for Excellence in Inclusion for All. The firms Orrick, 

Perkins Coie, and WilmerHale were recognized for Excellence 
in Gender Inclusion.

The ChIPs 2022 Honor Roll is based on the industry’s 
annual Inclusion Blueprint, a joint initiative between ChIPs 
and Diversity Lab. The Inclusion Blueprint measures key 
benchmarks including diversity representation; year-over-year 
diversity representation progress and tracking; and meaningful 
inclusion practices. More than 240 firms submitted data for the 
2022 Inclusion Blueprint, a record.

ChIPs Honor Roll Awards for 2022 were presented by 
ChIPs Board Member Cyndi Wheeler and Caren Ulrich Stacy, 
founder and chief experimentation officer of Diversity Lab, at 
ChIPs Global Summit.

Accepting the awards were Karen Johnson-McKewan on 
behalf of Orrick; Sarah Piepmeier for Perkins Coie; Monica 
Grewal for WilmerHale; Julie Goldemberg for Morgan Lewis; 
and Erica Van Loon for Nixon Peabody.

Best practices from each of the five firms were included in 
the first-ever ChIPs Honor Roll Report and will be featured in  
a series of live and on-demand webinars in 2023. n

Erica Van Loon of Nixon Peabody accepted 
the award for Excellence in Inclusion for All.

VIEW CHIPS HONOR ROLL REPORT

Caren Ulrich Stacy of Diversity Lab 
presented the award for gender inclusion  

to Monica Grewal of WilmerHale.

https://chipsnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/chipshonorrollreport_100322.pdf
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Five Thousand Professionals  
Working As One 

ChIPs  global membership increased from 3,700 to nearly 
5,200 in 2022, an unprecedented 43%. Growth was 
driven by new engagement strategies, the return of  

in-person events, more chapter events and new ChIPs chapters 
in North America, Europe and Asia-Pacific.

Our growing membership is diverse, including in-house 
counsel and law firms, with representation from the judiciary, 
government and academia. 

ChIPs members are active and influential, engaged in law, 
regulatory policy, the judiciary, advocacy and intellectual 
property. They are active in ChIPs and visible ambassadors for 
their firms.

Fifty-two percent of attendees at last year’s ChIPs Global 
Summit were employed in-house, 42% worked for law firms and 
the rest worked for government, service providers and academia/
nonprofit. Fifty-one percent responding identified as white, 22% 
identified as Asian/Pacific Islander, 4% identified as Hispanic or 
Latino, and 3% identified as Black or African American. n

ChIPs Boston gathered for a meet-and-greet 
in August with Board Member Sarita Venkat 
of Cisco, second from right.

ChIPs New York held several notable 
events, including a panel at  

U.S. District Court in New York.
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ChIPs  grows from the grassroots up, driven by our 
members themselves. ChIPs Australia and New 
Zealand, launched last year, is a good example. 

Two IP attorneys Down Under heard about ChIPs, held an 
initial event to test the waters, and then recruited a leadership 
team to form the group’s core. The group’s first meeting in 
Melbourne attracted more than 150 people in September 2022, 
and the group now has more than 200 members.

ChIPs welcomed four other new chapters in 2022: Belgium, 
the Carolinas, Eastern Canada and San Diego. 

ChIPs chapters held nearly 100 in-person and virtual events 
last year, attracting thousands of attendees from the bench, bar, 
government and academia. Events ranged from casual mixers 
to prestigious panel discussions, and were held around the 
country and around the world.

ChIPs New York held a powerhouse panel discussion at the 
U.S. Southern District of New York. ChIPs Europe and ChIPs 
UK held their second all-day European Summit in Paris. ChIPs 
Washington, D.C. hosted two events featuring officials from 
the USPTO. ChIPs Carolinas and ChIPs San Diego both held 
chapter launch events.

ChIPs chapters are being formed everywhere there are 
women in tech and IP law and policy. 

Our network will expand this year as ChIPs unveils a 
powerful new virtual community with features and functions 
that connect ChIPs members across the world of tech law and 
policy. n

Chapters Are Our Mainspring, 
Driving Membership and Ideas 

Chapter events bring together thousands  
of women in IP and tech law and policy 
each year.



8 EDUCATION

In 2022, ChIPs programs, content, events and development 
opportunities reached thousands, changing careers, lives and 
the profession itself.
More than 50 female attorneys attended our Mock Pitch 

program online May 10, 2022. In October, ChIPs launched our 
General Counsel Boot Camp, an innovative 12-month course 
designed to help associate general counsel and other in-house 
lawyers reach the top of their organizations’ legal departments 
and into the C-suite itself.

We published our first-ever ChIPs Honor Roll Best Practices 
Report and launched a companion webinar series outlining  
best inclusion practices from our five honorees (see page 5). We 
debuted our “ChIPs: To the Point” webinar series in August, 
featuring women driving change in the profession. A new 
webinar series, “ChIPs Accelerators,” debuting in 2023, will 
spotlight trends from some of the top leaders in innovation and 
IP law.

ChIPs chapter events around the world add to our industry’s 
education — and our members’ individual and collective 
power. Many ChIPs education programs qualify for continuing 
legal education (CLE) credits. n

Learning Was at the Heart  
of Everything We Did

Class of 2023: ChIPs yearlong  
General Counsel Boot Camp launched  

October 28.

Monica Phillips developed ChIPs content, 
including webinars and in-person learning.



9 GLOBAL SUMMIT

Nearly 700 women in tech and intellectual law and policy 
from around the world converged on San Francisco 
October 27-28 for ChIPs Global Summit 2022 — a 

record attendance for the 11th annual event. (The Global 
Summit will return to the San Francisco Fairmont November 
8-10, 2023.)

The Global Summit featured more than 50 speakers and 
panelists, including top corporate counsel, leading IP attorneys, 
and representatives from the federal bench and United States 
Patent and Trademark Office.

The Summit opened and closed with two eye-opening 
fireside chats: Amy Weaver, president and CFO of Salesforce, 
was interviewed by ChIPs Board Director Jennifer Yokoyama of 
Microsoft.

Kathi Vidal, director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, was interviewed by ChIPs Board Director Sarita 
Venkat of Cisco. Vidal discussed a range of issues, including 
the significance of IP to trade and national security, and the 
importance of diversity to innovation. 

“Diversity is a national imperative, and we have to get 
everyone off the bench,” Vidal said. “Which is why we are 
taking an all-government approach. We need to de-silo 
everywhere, across government and across business.”

ChIPs Global Summit included panels on Health Data 
Privacy in the Digital Age, Judicial Perspectives and Trends, IP 
and Beauty, Hot Topics in IP Law, and IP and Entertainment. 
The event also included four timely breakout sessions: Crypto 
Basics, Cognitive Capital, Executive Leadership and Life 
Coaching, and Technology and Politics. A frank discussion 
panel on Access, Equity and Allies closed the two-day event. n

In Person and In Depth, Our
Global Summit Scored Big

Sarita Venkat of Cisco interviewed U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office Director Kathi 
Vidal at our record-setting ChIPs Global 
Summit.

GLOBAL SUMMIT PHOTO ALBUM

https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipMknHJQHifqqh-bpWadbJ0PNmEbq0KShxCyKAqhN7hFGeBZKQvFrGhHS37UlAVzTg?key=LVh2a2xlMGRvbTFsY0JvWUp6eDE1MFJVbnNoeWJB


10 GLOBAL SUMMIT

TOP SCORES FOR CHIPS GLOBAL SUMMIT
Attendees rated the ChIPs Global Summit 4.46 on a 5-point scale.

“The caliber of women in attendance can’t be matched at any other conference.”

“After two years of looking at people in tiny boxes on my computer screen,  
I was able to connect in person and it was wonderful!”

“The quality of the topics, speakers, attendees were exceptional.”
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ChIPs  NextGen 2022, October 26 in San Francisco, 
was our best yet. More than 170 women early in their 
careers heard from pioneers and advocates advancing 

women in diversity in tech, law and policy.
The one-day conference began with an eye-opening 

fireside chat with former U.S. Judge Kathleen O’Malley of Irell 
& Manella and Heather Burke of White & Case. It included 
two panels (Breaking Barriers and Internal Politics) and two 
workshops (Rethinking Stress and Social Media Branding). It 
closed with a memorable conversation with Wei Chen, general 
counsel of Infoblox, and Melissa Ruiz of Steckler Wayne 
Cherry & Love.

ChIPs Board Chair Katherine Minarik of Coinbase opened 
the program, noting, “Years ago we decided we needed a whole 
day for NextGen to provide the things that weren’t there for us, 
especially networking.” ChIPs NextGen 2022 delivered — 75% 
of attendees surveyed rated it “excellent.”

To extend the impact of the NextGen event, ChIPs is 
launching a new NextGen Community online to facilitate 
engagement and provide content and updates. n

A Great Event, a New Initiative:
Lifting the Next Generation

Infoblox General Counsel Wei Chen  
spoke with Melissa Ruiz of Steckler Wayne 

Cherry & Love at ChIPs NextGen 2022.

NEXTGEN PHOTO ALBUM

More than 170 rising stars attended  
ChIPs NextGen 2022 during ChIPs Week 
in San Francisco.

https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipOaa83r-Wglj6JjM5xckc0FJiHpL2Zr0g3MMWGWqdnFwANaQ0znDlqi-Asdx5qFJQ?key=ajRKNWdnRk1fcWhKa05JOVpBVjlkd0g3NEo0M2NB
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HIGH MARKS FOR CHIPS NEXTGEN
Attendees rated ChIPs NextGen 4.75 on a 5-point scale.

“By far the best conference I’ve ever been to. The networking was incredible, 
everyone wanted to meet everyone. The speakers and panels were informative  
and inspiring.”

“I made so many great connections. The speakers were relevant and inspiring.  
Can’t wait for next year!”

“A buzzing blend of experienced and junior attorneys. The presentations  
were well-balanced with a wide diversity of topics and speakers. But the best part  
was the networking.”

NEXTGEN



13 SCHOLARSHIPS

ChIPs  continued its tradition of paying it forward  
by granting scholarships to two female law students in 
2022.

The scholarships — established by Morrison Foerster 
to honor the legendary litigator Rachel Krevans — were 
expanded last year thanks to a generous $25,000 donation 
from ChIPs co-founder Noreen Krall.

Krall and Bita Rahebi, partner and co-chair of the global 
IP litigation group at Morrison Foerster, presented the 
scholarships at ChIPs Global Summit 2022.

A $10,000 scholarship was presented to Niki Camateros-
Mann, who was on hand to receive it. Camateros-Mann 
earned her Bachelor’s in Biological Sciences and is now in her 
third year of law school at the University of New Hampshire 
Franklin Pierce School of Law.

The second scholarship was awarded to Rachael Geiger, a 
third-year law student at Santa Clara University School of Law 
where she is part of the Tech Edge J.D. program. This past 
summer she worked as a patent examiner at the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office. n

ChIPs Scholarships  
Paid It Forward

Niki Camateros-Mann received a $10,000 
scholarship at ChIPs Global Summit.
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ChIPs  work is made possible by the generous contributions of our partners and sponsors. These law 
firms, corporations and service providers support our mission and raise their profile as trusted 
business partners and great places to work.

CHIPS GLOBAL SUMMIT
Airbnb
Allen & Overy
Alston & Bird
Amazon
Apple
Baker Botts
Baker McKenzie
Barnes & Thornburg
Bartlit Beck
Benesch Law
Bird & Bird
Brooks Kushman
Cisco
Cleary Gottlieb
Coinbase
Cooley
Covington
Dechert
Desmarais
Dinsmore
DLA Piper
Dorsey
Fenwick
Fish & Richardson
Gibson Dunn
Git Hub
Goodwin Procter
Greenberg Traurig
Haynes and Boone
Intel
JAMS
Keker Van Nest & Peters
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton
King & Spalding
Kirkland & Ellis
Knobbe Martens
Latham & Watkins
Mayer Brown
McGuireWoods
McKool Smith

Meta
Microsoft
Morgan Lewis
Morris Nichols
Morrison Foerster
Munger, Tolles & Olson
Nixon Peabody
Ocean Tomo
O’Melveny & Myers
Oracle
Orrick
Paul Hastings
Paul, Weiss
Perkins Coie
Procopio
Qualcomm
Reed Smith
Richards Layton
Reichman Jorgensen
Ropes & Gray
RPX
Schwegman Lundberg  
& Woessner
Shaw Keller
Shook Hardy & Bacon
Sidley
Sony Interactive Entertainment
Sullivan & Cromwell
Taft
TM Financial
Venable
Verizon
Via Licensing
Weil, Gotshal & Manges
White & Case
WilmerHale
Winston & Strawn
Wittliff Cutter
Womble

CHIPS NEXTGEN
Amazon
Fish & Richardson
Kilpatrick Townsend
Kirkland & Ellis
Ropes & Gray
White & Case

CHIPS HALL OF FAME
CSAA Insurance Group 
Pillsbury
TPG Global
Visa

CHIPS GLOBAL SUMMIT 
POP-UPS
Alautus
Isabelle K Jewelry
1 Atelier
Scanlan Theodore



15 CHAPTER LEADERS

CHIPS ATLANTA
Co-Chair
Pamela Councill
Alston & Bird

Secretary 
Karen Shelton
Acuity Brands Lighting

Community Development  
and Engagement 
Aisha Marinho
Meunier Carlin & Curfman LCC

Marla Butler
Thompson Hine LLP

Programs and Events  
Stephanie Allen 
Cox Communications Inc. 

Auma Reggy
McKesson Corporation

Susan Russell
Capstone Intellectual Property 
Law PC

Sponsorship and Finance 
Emma Bienias
Stout

Membership and Diversity 
Meredith Struby
Meunier Carlin & Curfman LLC

Jacqueline Tio
Fish & Richardson

Pamela Councill
Georgia State University  
Law School

CHIPS AUSTRALIA  
AND NEW ZEALAND
Co-Chairs
Ronelle Geldenhuys
Foundry Intellectual Property

Anna Vandervliet
Herbert Smith Freehills

Programs and Events 
Dr. Roshan Evans
Cochlear Ltd

Eunika Kurek
Unilever ANZ

Belinda Breakspear
McCullough Robertson

Sponsorship and Finance 
Claudia Lewis
Ashurst

Community Development  
and Engagement 
Maryam Khajeh Tabari
Chrysiliou IP

Katherine Rock
Xero

Student Relations 
Jessica Lai
Victoria University of Wellington

Advocacy 
Clare Cunliffe 
Emmerson Chambers 

Nicole Mumford
Retail at Alinta Energy

Mentoring  
Karen Doucas
Zone Law

CHIPS BELGIUM
Co-Chairs 
Judith Bussé
EDSON
Jozefien Vanherpe
Catholic University of Leuven

Programs and Events 
Tine Carmeliet
Allen & Overy
Linh Truong
Sandoz

Programs/Events, Partnerships 
Camille Vansteenkiste
Cape IP Law

Marketing and Membership
Judith Bussé
Liesbet Hauben
SBS Belgium

Student Liaison
Jozefien Vanherpe

NextGen Liaison
Marie Keup
Taylor Wessing

CHIPS BOSTON
Co-Chair 
Monica Grewal
WilmerHale

Chapter Leaders 
Anna Barry
Deerfield Management

Gauri Dhavan
ZOLL Medical Corporation

Ruth Okediji
Harvard Law School 
Berkman Klein Center

Claire Rollor
Wayfair
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CHIPS CAROLINAS
Co-Chair 
Sponsorship and Finance
Community Development  
and Engagement
Danielle Williams
Winston & Strawn LLP

Co-Chair 
Sponsorship and Finance 
Student Relations 
Helene Mele 
Bank of America

Programs and Events  
Samantha Summer 
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick

Vaidehi Bachoti 
Moore & Van Allen

Community Development  
and Engagement  
Cori Hockman 
McGuireWoods

Student Relations 
Christine Beninati 
Clements Bernard Walker

CHIPS CHICAGO 
Co-Chairs  
Monika Dudek
JP Morgan Chase 

Jennifer Kurcz
BakerHostetler

Chapter Leaders 
Sangeeta Shah
Brooks Kushman 

Erika (Wilson) Singleton
Entegris Inc.

CHIPS COLORADO
Co-Chairs 
Shelley Mixon
Structural Heart & Aortic, 
Medtronic

Amanda Tessar
Perkins Coie

Chapter Leaders  
Natalie Hanlon LEH
State of Colorado

Molly Kocialski
Rocky Mountain USPTO

Mindy Sooter
WilmerHale

CHIPS EASTERN CANADA
Co-Chairs
Daphne Lainson
Smart & Biggar

Beverley Moore
BLG

Chapter Leaders 
Daniela Bassan
Stewart McKelvey

Isabelle Chabot
EXFO Inc.

Sheema Khan
Kinaxis

Béatrice Ngatcha, Ph.D., J.D.
Lavery

CHIPS IRELAND 
Chapter Leaders
Anna Hally
Murgitroyd

Deirdre Kilroy
Matheson

Laura Scott
William Fry

CHIPS ITALY
Chapter Leaders
Linda Brugioni
Baker Hughes

Lydia Mendola
Portolano Cavallo

Carmen Castellano
Acuminis

CHAPTER LEADERS
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CHIPS EUROPE
Co-Chairs
Annsley Merelle Ward
WilmerHale

Amy McQuire
Financial Markets

Laëtitia Bénard
Allen & Overy	

CHIPS INDIANAPOLIS
Co-Chairs
Elizabeth Shuster
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP

MaCharri Vorndran-Jones
Eli Lilly and Company 

Chapter Leaders

Mona Gupta
Roche Diabetes Care, Inc. 

Deborah Pollack-Milgate
Barnes & Thornburg

CHIPS LOS ANGELES
Co-Chairs

Talin Gordnia
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich  
& Rosati 

Nimalka Wickramasekera
Winston & Strawn LLP

Chapter Leaders
Allison Buchner
Kirkland & Ellis

Laura Burson 
Sheppard Mullin Richter & 
Hampton LLP 

Karen Huoth 
TikTok 

Cynthia Tregillis
Western Digital

CHIPS NEW YORK
Co-Chairs 
Lisa Knight
American International Group 
Laura Sheridan
Google

Chapter Leaders
Allison Hoch Altersohn
Stryker

Carolyn Blankenship
BigBear.ai

Katherine A. Helm
Dechert LLP

Caren Khoo
Verizon

Naomi Waltman
Paramount Global

CHIPS ORANGE COUNTY
Co-Chairs
Sanjesh Sharma
Johnson & Johnson

Bridget Smith
Relativity Space

Chapter Leaders
Debra Condino
Intellectual Property Consultant

Laura Wine
Johnson & Johnson

Meredith Kohler
Elam & Burke

CHIPS PACIFIC NORTHWEST
Co-Chairs
Keyuna Evans
Microsoft 
Dana Brown Northcott
Amazon

Lisa Oratz
Perkins Coie

Strategic Advisor 
Maria Anderson
Knobbe Martens

CHIPS PHILADELPHIA
Co-Chairs 
Srikala Atluri
Hewlett Packard Enterprise 

Heather Faltin
Comcast 

Nancy Frandsen
Baker & Hostetler LLP

Chapter Leaders 
Maureen Gibbons
Bristol Myers Squibb

Melissa Gibson
Akin Gump Strauss  
Hauer & Feld LLP

Amanda Kessel
Johnson & Johnson

Rose Oskanian
Vitara Biomedical

CHIPS SAN DIEGO
Co-Chairs 
Kristine Ekwueme
Qualcomm 

Tiffany Miller
DLA Piper

Programs and Events 
Pamela Soggu
Qualcomm

Strategic Advisor 
Jill Abasto
Qualcomm

Content and Learning  
Melissa Reinckens
DLA Piper

CHAPTER LEADERS
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CHIPS SILICON VALLEY
Co-Chairs
Katherine Basile
Reed Smith

Laura Norris
Santa Clara University  
School of Law

Chapter Leaders 
Nancy Allred
Airbnb 

Carrie LeRoy
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Wendy Lim 
Meta 

Carrie Williamson
DLA Piper

CHIPS TEXAS
Co-Chairs 
Michele Connors
Cirrus Logic  

Tracey Davies
CRPRIT

Betty Yang
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Chapter Leaders
Natalie Alfaro Gonzales
Baker Botts

Sheila Kadura
The University of Texas System

Hope Shimabuku
Senior Executive

CHIPS TORONTO
Co-Chairs
Shahrzad Esmaili
Gowling WLG

Dr. Georgette Zinaty
Corporate Class Inc.

Chapter Leaders 
Isi Caulder
Bereskin & Parr LLP

Jasleen Chahal
Gowling WLG

Jeilah Y. Chan
Bennett Jones 

Elizabeth S. Dipchand
Dipchand LLP 

Vicky Heppell 
Hoffmann-La Roche Ltd. 
(Canada) 

Lana Janes, Ph.D.
Abdera Therapeutics

Nina Moritsugu
CIPP-E

CHIPS TWIN CITIES
Co-Chairs
Kirsten Donaldson
The Digital Media Association 

Robin Sannes
Dicke, Billig & Czaja PLLC

Secretary
Sandra Nowak
3M Company
 
Chapter Leaders
Jordan Golomb
Olympus Corporation Americas 

Sheila Niaz
Greenberg Traurig LLP

Katherine Rahlin
Abbott Laboratories

Sherry Roberg-Perez
Robins Kaplan

Jennifer Rogers
Shumaker & Sieffert, P.A.

CHIPS UNITED KINGDOM
Co-Chair
Annsley Merelle Ward
WilmerHale
Chapter Leaders
Amy Crouch
Simmons & Simmons

Katie McConnell 
Hogan Lovells

Maritza Sierra Hernández
WilmerHale

Jemma Trainor  
Hogan Lovells  
 
Tess Waldron
Powell Gilbert

Laura Whiting
Freshfields

CHIPS WASHINGTON D.C.
Co-Chairs 
Katharine Burke
Baker Botts

Suzanne Munck
Davis Polk

Chapter Leaders
Jamie Dattilo
Meta

Christina Ondrick
McKool Smith 

Cecilia Sanabria
Latham & Watkins

Lore Unt
Apple 

CHAPTER LEADERS



19 BOARD AND COMMITTEES

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Board Chair 
Katherine Minarik 
Deputy General Counsel 
Coinbase

Stephanie Burns 
SVP and General Counsel 
Sony Interactive Entertainment

Dorian Daley 
Former General Counsel, Oracle 
Board Member,  
Panetta Institute

Victoria A. Espinel 
President and CEO 
BSA, The Software Alliance

Sarita Venkat 
VP and Deputy General Counsel, 
Global Litigation 
and Competition 
Cisco

Cyndi Wheeler 
Former Senior Director of 
Intellectual Property 
Salesforce

Jennifer Yokoyama 
Corporate VP and Deputy 
General Counsel Cloud + AI 
Microsoft

COMMITTEES
CHIPS NEXTGEN

Heather Burke 
White & Case LLP

Elena DiMuzio 
Discord

Meredith Price 
Intel Corporation

Melissa Samano Ruiz 
Steckler Wayne Cherry & Love

Hon. Christa Zado 
USPTO

CHIPS HONOR ROLL

Co-Chairs
Laurie Charrington
Netflix

Cyndi Wheeler
ChIPs Board of Directors

CHIPS SOCIAL JUSTICE
COMMITTEE

Chair 
Lisa Knight 
AIG 

Vice Chair 
Katherine (Katy) M. Basile 
Reed Smith

Board Chair Katherine Minarik  
declared the “state of our ChIPs 
network stronger than ever.”

CHIPS GLOBAL SUMMIT

Vanessa Bailey 
Amazon

Laurie Charrington 
Netflix

Natalie Alfaro Gonzales 
Baker Botts LLP 

Jackie Harlow 
Apple

Julianne M. Hartzell 
Marshall Gersetin IP

CHIPS MOCK PROGRAM

Julie Akhter 
Microsoft

Rachel Fertig 
DLA Piper

Hon. Melissa A. Haapala 
USPTO

Karen Keller 
Shaw Keller

Sarah MacDonald 
Oracle

Mindy Morton 
Procopio

Anna Weinberg 
Apple

Hon. Christa Zado 
USPTO



20 STAFF

Joan Toth 
Executive Director

Omote Ekwotafia-Thelin, J.D. 
Communications Lead

Jenn Hagan 
Director of Community

Bridget Johnson 
Director of Partner and Business Development

Virginia Moore 
Director of Events

Julie Morbidelli 
Director of Finance

Monica Phillips 
Director of Learning, Content and DEI

Rob Wray 
Communications Team
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ChIPs team members take a bow at ChIPs Global Summit in San Francisco.
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